
The Herbert Kelly Institute for Anglican Religious Life 
Report to the Trustees of the Society of the Sacred Mission 

October 2022 
 
 
 

Contents 
INTRODUCTION ..................................................................................................................................................... 2 

PROJECT SUMMARY .............................................................................................................................................. 4 

1. MAPPING EXERCISE AND SURVEY ...................................................................................................................... 5 

1.1 BACKGROUND AND NEED ........................................................................................................................................... 5 
1.2 ACTIONS ................................................................................................................................................................. 6 
1.3 DETAILS OF SURVEY ................................................................................................................................................... 6 
1.4 FINDINGS ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 
1.5 CONCLUSIONS .......................................................................................................................................................... 8 
1.6 IMMEDIATE RECOMMENDATIONS ................................................................................................................................ 9 

2. SSM ARCHIVES ................................................................................................................................................ 10 

2.1 OUR COLLECTIONS .................................................................................................................................................. 10 
2.2 DIGITISATION ......................................................................................................................................................... 11 
2.3 REGISTER .............................................................................................................................................................. 11 
2.4 BORTHWICK INSTITUTE ............................................................................................................................................ 11 

3. METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES .............................................................................................................................. 12 

3.1 DATABASE DESIGN .................................................................................................................................................. 12 
3.2 WORKFLOW FOR VOLUNTEERS ................................................................................................................................... 12 
3.3 POLICIES ............................................................................................................................................................... 13 

4. RESEARCH AND OUTCOMES ............................................................................................................................ 14 

4.1 THE VALUE OF ARCHIVES ........................................................................................................................................... 14 
4.2 THE STUDY OF HERBERT KELLY’S WORK AND THE LEGACY OF SSM ................................................................................... 14 
4.3 CASE STUDY: THE HERBERT KELLY/DOROTHY L. SAYERS CORRESPONDENCE ....................................................................... 15 

5. PREMISES ........................................................................................................................................................ 17 

5.1 CONSOLIDATION OF THE PRIORY AND LOCATION IN DURHAM .......................................................................................... 18 
5.2 REPURPOSING OF 72 CLAYPATH ................................................................................................................................ 18 

6. PARTNERSHIPS ................................................................................................................................................ 20 

6.1 PARTNERSHIPS WITH RELIGIOUS BODIES ...................................................................................................................... 20 
6.2 PARTNERSHIPS WITH ARCHIVAL AND HISTORY BODIES .................................................................................................... 20 
6.3 PARTNERSHIPS WITH ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS ............................................................................................................. 20 
6.4 FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES ........................................................................................................................................ 21 

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS ............................................................................................................................. 22 

NEXT STEPS ................................................................................................................................................................. 23 

APPENDICES ........................................................................................................................................................ 24 

APPENDIX A ENDORSEMENTS ......................................................................................................................................... 24 
APPENDIX B MEETINGS AND CONTACTS ............................................................................................................................ 27 



 
 

2 

Introduction 
 
The idea for the Institute came about as a result of Scholastica’s initial forays into the SSM archives, 
which in turn prompted her to wonder about the location and status of other religious archives. It 
struck her that what was needed was some sort of network of catalogues, enabling access to the 
archive collections of all Anglican religious orders. In discussing this with Nicholas, he 
immediately saw the potential to take the idea even further. We began to talk about developing an 
Institute for Anglican Religious Life, which would not only create and manage that network of 
catalogues and resources, but also provide a physical centre, with a specialist theological library 
and a programme of activities designed to make the riches of Anglican religious life available to 
more people, across the wider Church and even beyond.  
 
From this small seed, a powerful idea grew. What neither of us realised, to begin with at least, was 
the significance and potential of what we had stumbled upon. 
 
An initial outline proposal was put to the Board of Trustees in November 2021 and a scoping 
project commissioned to ascertain the viability of the initiative. This report is the outcome of that 
exercise. It aims to present the work that has been done over the last year and also the case for 
developing this work further. 
 
The scoping exercise incorporated a number of strands, which can be grouped into two principal 
areas of focus. The first involved learning more about SSM’s own archives. It became apparent 
that although they are being safely and professionally kept in an appropriate facility, namely the 
Borthwick Institute at the University of York, there is still a great deal more that could be done to 
make the wealth of information contained within them more easily accessible. As part of the 
scoping exercise, work has already begun on improving the catalogue, and from this a great deal 
has already been learned which could be applied to other comparable collections. In addition, the 
tremendous value of the untapped material contained within the SSM archive collections has been 
amply demonstrated by undertaking a single standalone research exercise: the correspondence 
between Herbert Kelly and Dorothy L. Sayers. We believe this represents just the tip of the iceberg. 
The Kelly archive alone is a vast treasure house of unexplored material, with the potential for very 
significant outcomes – not only for academic researchers, but also in terms of developing learning 
resources that could be applied more widely. 
 
The second aim of the scoping exercise was to build a case for the establishment of such an 
Institute. The SSM archive is just one collection. There are dozens more, but even less is known 
about most of them. As well as creating a resource centre based on a network of archives, we also 
saw the potential to develop something completely new and unique: a centre for the study of 
Anglican religious life.  
 
But it wasn’t enough for this just to be something that we thought was a good idea. We had to be 
sure that this was something the Church itself was calling us to do.  
 
In order both to find out more about other religious archives, and at the same time to gauge the 
level of support for our proposal, we contacted all the extant religious communities in the Church 
of England, with a summary of the proposal and an invitation to participate in a survey about their 
archive collections. The response was overwhelmingly positive. In a number of cases there was 
also a huge sigh of relief, as if to say, “At last, something is being done about this!” 
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We also wanted to know whether there was any interest in the proposal in wider constituencies, 
such as those engaged in theological education and ministerial formation, academics from other 
disciplines, archivists representing institutions holding comparable collections, and others with a 
more general interest in religious life or personal spiritual development. The appendices give an 
indication of the number and range of people with whom we have engaged so far, together with 
some of the feedback we have received. This clearly indicates that there is an enormous amount of 
enthusiasm and support for the idea as well as a sense of urgency about the need to act sooner rather 
than later.  
 
It is no secret that many of our religious communities are struggling; only a handful have more 
than ten members, and few have the capacity to professionally manage their archive collections. 
This point cannot be stressed too forcefully: we are in very real danger of losing forever the legacy 
of the last 150 years of Anglican religious life. But this is about more than just the preservation of 
heritage, important though that may be in its own right. It’s also about the future. The call to what 
we call ‘religious life’ remains a universal constant. And people are exploring new forms of it 
today.  
 
The Institute will thus provide not only a central focus for the preservation and cataloguing of 
religious archives, enabling us to curate research into Anglican religious life, but it will also provide 
resources to support the future development of Anglican religious life, and personal spiritual 
development more generally. This will represent an invaluable resource both for the wider Church, 
and beyond it too, as people seek new and authentic ways of answering God’s call to ‘live life 
according to the Gospel’.  
 
We believe that the following pages will demonstrate the value and untapped potential of religious 
archives, using the SSM archive as an indicative example, together with the urgency of doing 
something, now, to ensure their preservation. Establishing an Institute for Anglican religious life 
will enable us to do this and so much more: it will create a unique resource with a national profile 
that will offer huge value to the whole Church.  
 
We are fortunate to find ourselves in the right place at the right time, with the necessary skills and 
resources to be able to make this the exciting next step in the ongoing work of St Antony’s Priory 
and the Society of the Sacred Mission. 
 
 
Dr Scholastica Jacob, Librarian and Archivist, St Antony’s Priory 
Revd Dr Nicholas Buxton, Director, St Antony’s Priory 
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Project Summary 
 
We are proposing the establishment of an Institute for the study of Anglican religious life at St 
Antony’s Priory in Durham. Our starting point is the need to ensure the preservation of the legacy 
of Anglican religious orders, at this critical juncture in the life of our Church. 
 
But it’s not just about the past. The religious life represents a living tradition and a universal calling. 
We therefore see the Institute as also having a role to play in the future development of Anglican 
religious life, as well as being a resource for the advancement of Christian spirituality more widely. 
 
Finally, we believe that it is of fundamental importance to locate this project within a physical 
centre, at St Antony’s, which will include a specialist theological library, as well as office space 
and meeting rooms.  
 
The Institute will thus be relevant to the past, present and future of Anglican religious life. 

 
Past – to ensure the preservation of the legacy of Anglican religious life, by: 

• Curating a resource hub for the archives of as many religious communities as possible, 
especially those that may have already reached completion, and providing information 
about the history of the religious life, as well as signposting to other relevant resources. 

• Working with the custodians and curators of collections to share knowledge and provide a 
portal for researchers, as well as supporting, where necessary, the creation of detailed 
catalogues and ensuring physical preservation of archive collections.  

• Providing assistance to communities in the management of their historic records, 
including collections policies and advice about appropriate storage. 
 

Present – to enable the study of Anglican religious life, at both academic and ‘general interest’ 
levels, by: 

• Facilitating the study of, and enabling research projects relating to, Herbert Kelly, SSM, 
traditional Anglican Religious Orders, and new expressions of religious life.  

• Supporting research in Anglican religious life at the University of Durham. 
• Raising awareness of the living tradition of Anglican religious life across the Church, for 

example by means of outreach to ordinands, spiritual directors, parishioners and even 
‘unchurched’ spiritual seekers. 
 

Future – to encourage the development of new forms of Anglican religious life, by: 

• Making accessible the accumulated wisdom of Anglican religious life through the provision 
of courses, lectures, seminars and other resources and projects, and engaging with the 
diverse currents of contemporary spirituality. 

• Setting up an SSM imprint for the publication of relevant research papers, books, etc. 
• Resourcing those involved in the development of new forms of religious life. 

 
It is envisaged that the work of the Institute will be an integral and complementary part of the other 
activities of the Priory as a Christian spirituality centre, such as by supporting the development and 
delivery of courses and training in personal spiritual development, spiritual accompaniment, and 
contemplative prayer, as well as enhancing the resources we offer for theological study and 
research, such as for people on retreat, clergy on sabbatical, students and ordinands in Durham or 
on regional training pathways.  
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1. Mapping Exercise and Survey 
 
One of the most important elements of the scoping exercise has been to gather information about 
Anglican religious communities and their archive collections by means of a survey questionnaire 
sent to all extant religious communities in the Church of England. In doing this, we have not only 
started mapping the present whereabouts and condition of Anglican religious archives, but we have 
also been able to demonstrate the high level of support among religious communities for this 
project.  
 
1.1 Background and Need 
In 2010 the Religious Archives Group (RAG) undertook a survey of all religious organisations in 
the UK to establish an outline of the holdings and challenges faced by faith groups in the UK. This 
was a monumental undertaking and in total c. 2,700 bodies were contacted. The sheer scope of this 
exercise meant that, while important information was received from Anglican religious 
communities, they comprised only a tiny percentage of a much larger finding. Of course, much has 
changed in the last twelve years with more Anglican houses now either closed or facing completion 
of their work. 
 
The National Archives has a central searchable database through which the location of some 
Anglican communities’ archives can be traced.1 But this only applies to those that have been placed 
in public collections. It does not identify those archives that are still with the communities 
themselves. Where collections are in small, local record offices there is sometimes no online access 
to the catalogue (or, indeed, no catalogue at all). Moreover, it is not always an accessible one-stop-
shop for collections, which are not necessarily catalogued under the ‘obvious’ name. There is an 
unwieldly cross reference system which is not readily accessible.  
 
Anglican religious communities formed only a tiny part of the RAG survey. A more specific focus 
on them is essential for the survival of their history and the transmission of their legacy. One result 
of our survey findings is that we are even more aware of the urgency of acting now in order to help 
communities preserve their heritage. As members age and orders disband or downsize, the problem 
of how to look after, often significant, collections becomes more acute. In some instances, archival 
and heritage items have been lost or destroyed. The concerns quoted below (1.4.8) in response to 
our survey express the anxiety many communities feel about this situation. 
 
To put it in context: according to Peter Anson one-hundred-and-twenty-one religious communities 
were founded within the Church of England between 1843 and 1953 (thirty-one male and ninety 
female houses).2 By 1953 forty-six of these had already closed. Today approximately thirty-nine 
communities remain.3 Of these only five have more than ten members and the majority of members 
are advanced in years. Very few are attracting new, young, vocations. Within the period of our 
survey we learnt that one community was downsizing, three had no members with sufficient 
capacity to manage their affairs and two announced their imminent closure. The situation is critical. 
The survival of traditional vowed communities in England might not continue too much further 
into this century.  
 

 
1 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk 
2 Peter Anson, The Call of the Cloister, SPCK, 1955. 
3 Figures are difficult to confirm accurately. The Anglican Religious Life Yearbook gives a total of forty-three in 
England but this may include daughter houses or cases where two or three professed members are living in separate 
dwellings. After consultation with Dr Peta Dunstan we identified thirty-nine extant communities. Of these five were 
considered so fragile that on Dr Dunstan’s advice we did not include them in our mailing.  
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SSM is just one of those communities that could be said to have reached the completion of its 
original mission, as there is no longer the possibility of accepting new novices. It is fortunate that 
its extensive archive collection is appropriately cared for and that it has a dynamic continuing 
mission in the work of St Antony’s Priory. The majority of communities are not in this position.  
 
1.2 Actions  

• To contact all Anglican Religious communities and inform them of our proposed project.  
• To request the completion of a questionnaire asking for information on their archive 

collections.  
• To ask what help they need for future preservation.   
• To draw up a map of the existing communities, the locations of their archives and identify 

the locations of archives belonging to communities that have closed.  
 
Planning for the exercise took place with the generous advice and collaboration of Dr Peta Dunstan. 
She assisted in the identification of all existing communities and provided contact details where 
necessary.4 On 30 May an initial letter was sent out to the communities informing them of our 
project and inviting feedback. On 15 June we sent out our survey with a request for return by 5 
July, together with the offer of assistance in completing the form.  
 
1.3 Details of Survey 
30 May 2022: Thirty-four communities were sent initial letters introducing the project.5 Ten 
responses were received, all expressing keen interest in the proposal. 
 
Responses included:  
 

What providential timing! 
 
This has given me hope that some of our archives may be preserved for the future. 
 
With gratitude for your involvement in this very worthwhile project 
 
It is so important that they [the archives] are held safely and the Herbert Kelly Institute 
sounds a good legacy! 
 
This sounds like a very good project. 

 
15 June 2022: The thirty-four communities were sent the questionnaire. By the response date of 5 
July fourteen completed forms had been returned, with one or two further responses received since.  
 
1.4 Findings 
1.4.1 Size of collections 
Not surprisingly, given the foundation dates of most of the communities, the majority have large 
collections. Most respondents had taken the trouble to count and detail the number of boxes, and 
the size and nature of the space occupied. Storage ranges from cupboards, a bedroom, a self-storage 

 
4 Dr Dunstan also provided a list of the whereabouts of the archives of communities that have closed, in as far as they 
can be traced.  
5 See note 3 above. 
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unit to, in one case, a dedicated archive room with temperature control. Clearly some collections 
are more secure than others.  
 
1.4.2 Nature of material  
All those that responded gave helpful and detailed information regarding the content of their 
archives. Material common to all the collections comprises:  
 

Letters/Papers: including annals and privately written histories of the house, journals, 
minute books for chapter, council and trustees, profession books, novice logs and registers, 
obituaries and biographies of deceased members, photographs, building plans, 
correspondence, administration documents such as account books, communications with 
overseas houses/provinces, and copies of published books/magazines.  
 
Material Objects: including vestments, altar vessels, habits, pictures, stained glass and 
furniture is included in some collections. Many houses treasure specific artefacts such as 
‘Lesotho hats’, or ‘a collecting box’. 

 
Of particular concern are items such as lantern slides, vinyl recordings, reel to reel tapes, cassette 
recordings, floppy disks, DVDs and other media which are in danger of becoming obsolete and 
unreadable. 
 
1.4.3 Storage concerns 
Seven respondents were satisfied with their present storage arrangements; two had plans to move 
to a better space and the others expressed concerns which ranged from size, accessibility, light, 
temperature control and security.  
 
1.4.4 A living Archive? 
All but one respondent said the archives were still being added to. 
 
1.4.5 Who is responsible? 
None of the respondents had paid staff, although two had consulted professional archivists to advise 
and help catalogue their collections. Not all had a named member of the community with the role 
of archivist. This task sometimes fell to the superior. Two communities have members with 
librarian training and three rely (or have done in the past) on the help of volunteers (not necessarily 
with any training). 
 
1.4.6 Use of archives by researchers 
Nine replied that researchers could consult their archives (one of these included material stored at 
Pusey House). In two cases accessibility and lack of supervision were reasons for not being open.  
 
Of those that are open, few had received much interest. Responses varied from ‘one inquiry a year’, 
to ‘three a week’. Few seem to have been used by academics. Rather, family historians, friends of 
the community and relatives of previous members are the most regular users.  
 
1.4.7 Is there a catalogue? 
No – five, ‘Partially’ – one. Five have typed lists or card index boxes, two have electronic lists and 
one has all its boxes labelled but no list.  
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1.4.8 Future Plans/concerns 
 
no specific plans except that we regularly consider the question of finding a more purpose-
built archive facility    
 
Worrying re. downsizing etc. Fear will be broken up 
 
Hoping to move in next couple of years, temporary space identified pending longer-term 
solution 
 
Concern 
 
To increase storage space and make it more suitable 
 
Hope to find safe space. St Antony’s have offered temporary storage  
 
Examine whole collection. Digitise records and make available as possible 
 
I have for many years wanted to see a research centre for Anglican religious life…. There 
is no one [else] to take [the archives] on…. 
 
[concern about] issues of how to deal with email info and current understanding of data 
protection 
 

1.5 Conclusions 
The survey has revealed that: 

1) There is a need for specialist advice and help for communities, especially smaller ones, 
many of whom are concerned about safely securing the preservation of their history.  

2) There is no central point of contact for identifying the location of Anglican community 
archives which may help explain the lack of use. 

3) Many collections are stored in poor conditions and are in danger of future destruction or 
deterioration. 

4) Many communities, facing the demands of shrinking and aging members, are concerned 
about their archives but cannot make them a priority. They welcome the idea of having a 
dedicated place of contact and support in a centre which understands the specific issues of 
Anglican religious life. 

 
Our findings echo those of the 2010 RAG Survey, which reported: 

Our results do indicate that the improvement of accommodation for religious archives 
should be […] viewed as a matter of the first importance. But […] the vast majority of these 
organisations do not have the resources to [do so].6 

 
For small religious communities this is even more the case twelve years on. The RAG Survey 
concluded: ‘In many cases, it will be a question of trying to minimise the risks to these 
collections’ and proposed, inter alia the following solutions: 
 

 
6 National Archives, Archives and Records Association and Religious Archives Group: Religious Archives Survey, 
2010 p. 15. 
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• Provision of training on identifying and managing risk. 
• Provision of templates and user friendly information about archive management 

policies and planning for disaster or closure. 
• Establishment of voluntary consortia to allow sharing of support and potentially joined 

up storage solutions. 
 
Our survey reinforces the urgent need for these solutions to be applied to the specific circumstances 
of Anglican religious communities.  
 
1.6 Immediate Recommendations 
The following recommendations are proposed in order to develop this work further: 

• A full map of the whereabouts of all the collections should be produced and published. 
• A portal for disseminating and monitoring this situation is needed. While it could 

operate, in part, as a ‘virtual gateway’, the findings emphasise the need for a physical 
presence and a named team that can offer advice and share and disseminate practical 
support.  

• A safe space for the emergency or temporary storing of endangered archives is needed.  
• Religious communities transmit their history through a chain of memory. As members 

are dying this is in danger of being lost. A resource for the collection, and sharing, of 
oral memories is needed.   

• A centre for study, training and preservation of the history of Anglican religious life is 
needed which would benefit not only the communities, but also scholars, family 
researchers and – potentially – the wider Church. This is not just about the immediate 
preservation of the material but encouraging the on-going engagement with the living 
tradition and charism of Anglican religious life. 

• A recognised location where all partners (see section 6) can share information, expertise 
and cooperation.   

• All of this needs to be done very soon, before more precious material is lost forever. 
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2. SSM Archives 
The SSM archive collection is well cared for at the Borthwick Institute (BI) but at present it is 
hardly used, and its contents are difficult to identify or interrogate. It is an extensive collection, 
comprising both a Kelly archive and an SSM archive, and contains some very important material 
relating to the history of SSM and the thought and influence of Herbert Kelly.   
 
2.1 Our Collections  
The paper-based Finding Aid, which was prepared by SSM and deposited with the collection, is 
detailed but unwieldly and difficult to access. It is available in a pdf document which can be 
searched via a word search, but this is unreliable. This scanned list is not available through the BI 
website and it would not be helpful, in its present state, to make it so.   
 
The way the list is set out makes it almost impossible to easily identify the reference for a specific 
item. The records are divided into sub, sub and subgroups and references can go over numerous 
pages which make identification complicated. Dates, which often appear to be part of a reference, 
are in fact not. It has been difficult to identify material to be consulted and this has caused 
confusion. Cross-referencing is impossible. Even the archivists at BI have found the system 
difficult to follow. 
 
The Finding Aid is available to enquirers at Borthwick, but the problems outlined above make it 
less than helpful for someone not familiar with the collection. It is not digitally available, and this 
means that although it can be shared with an enquirer on request, it is not available on-line and 
neither is it cross-referenced to other collections (e.g. the Mirfield collection, also at BI, other 
religious archives or Anglican diocesan archives).  
 
Although detailed, the Finding Aid does not give sufficient information about specific items. For 
example, the entry relating to Herbert Kelly’s diaries gives dates only. When a run of these diaries 
was called for, they were discovered to be almost entirely blank pocket engagement diaries. A huge 
disappointment for a researcher who may have travelled some distance to see them. Similarly, little 
or no detail is given of the contents of correspondence; even a brief description would tell a 
researcher whether the letters were of any interest. Key words could also be tagged to show other 
references. For example, while there is a sub sub fons series of Herbert Kelly material relating to 
SCM there are also interesting references to the movement in other letters which are classified 
elsewhere. It would be very helpful to have this link.  
 
The inaccessibility of the Finding Aid is not just a frustration to the SSM archivist; it also means 
that the collection is not being publicized or used more widely. Yet it is a valuable, untapped 
resource: one tangible survival of SSM and of Herbert Kelly’s legacy, which contains a wealth of 
information of which far greater use could be made than at present. We do get inquiries, mainly 
from family historians, authors and others interested in Anglican history, but it is difficult at present 
to help them as much as we would like. 
 
After some discussion about this problem with the Special Collections team at Borthwick, we are 
now in the process of digitizing the catalogue. This will be a very long and laborious process. In 
due course it will be uploaded onto the BI catalogue and linked to the international Archives Hub. 
It will then be available for online searchers. This is more than simply a data imputing job as 
knowledge of archiving methods and classification is required as well as some knowledge of the 
history of SSM in order to be able to amplify records, correct errors and make cross reference links.  
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While the SSM archives are now stored in appropriate conditions, as we work through the 
collection it is apparent that a number of records require urgent restoration to prevent further 
deterioration. A particularly acute problem is that of the ‘Letter Books’. These are extensive folders 
of flimsy copies of letters written by Fr Kelly. They cover the period from the beginning of the 
Corean Missionary Brotherhood (1892) to the end of his time as Director (1910) and concern all 
aspects of his administration, as well as more personal dealings with candidates and brethren. In 
two of the volumes there are a few letters of his successor David Jenks. This is a valuable collection 
for SSM and for the study of Kelly and his legacy. Many of the copies in the Letter Books are badly 
faded, torn and some are already illegible. If a rescue job is not done on them very soon an important 
part of the HK/SSM story will be permanently lost. 
 
Unfortunately, taking images of each letter is not the simple answer it may seem, as many are too 
faded to copy. A possible solution would be to employ someone to transcribe each letter. This 
would also require some historical awareness; it could possibly suit a graduate student at York.  
 
2.2 Digitisation 
Images are being taken of many items as the cataloguing progresses. This will enable us to build a 
digital collection which could then be made available to scholars and interested readers through the 
Institute at Durham, itself a centre of theological study and ministerial formation, rather than 
requiring them to visit the BI in York. The long-term aim would be to make a collection of all the 
most important and interesting material from the SSM archive at the Institute (either digital or 
printed). This would enable us to hold exhibitions of SSM history and share papers with students 
in a more user-friendly and interactive venue than the reading room at the BI. It would mean that 
items could be handled, discussed and shared without compromising the originals. In due course 
the Institute could collect copies of material from other Anglican orders too, and make them 
accessible in the same way.  
 
2.3 Register 
Another import resource, both in terms of SSM record-keeping and also sharing the wider heritage 
of Anglican life, would be the compilation of a Register of all members of SSM with as much 
biographical information as is available. No such comprehensive record presently exists. At the BI 
there are several different sources including two registers, day books and various profession books 
– none of which are complete. As well as drawing information from all these sources to make one 
comprehensive record, these also need to be cross-referenced to correspondence and other items in 
the archive collection.  
 
The final Register could then be available at the Institute for consultation (under the control of the 
archivist, as it may contain some sensitive material). It would not be made digitally accessible in 
its entirety, although an abridged version – or at least a searchable index – could be.   
 
2.4 Borthwick Institute 
A useful partnership has already developed with the BI, especially with the Keeper of the Archives, 
the Collections Information Archivist and the Access and Digital Information Archivist. This is 
important for sharing good practice and resources. Their role is curating a specialist archive; the 
Institute will complement this by providing a more accessible venue for learning about, holding 
and displaying material, as well as developing research and learning outcomes from the material. 
There is a great deal of scope for the BI and the Institute to collaborate further in supporting each 
other’s objectives. 
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3. Methodological Issues 
 
Whilst some collections have been deposited with libraries and archives, many remain with the 
community or have been deposited in local records offices. Even those that are being cared for by 
libraries may not be as comprehensively catalogued as they could be (as is the case with our own 
archives). 
 
Some thought will need to be given to the strategic scope of what is feasible and when. Whilst it 
would clearly be desirable to create a ‘catalogue of catalogues’, this may not initially be possible. 
The first priority may simply be to focus on the stabilisation of collections and providing the 
necessary support to communities to achieve this.  
 
That said, in order to attain the ultimate objective of a comprehensive catalogue of all collections, 
which would ideally include a web-based searchable interface, a number of considerations will 
need to be carefully thought through from this point forward. 
 
3.1 Database design 
Careful consideration needs to be given to the issues of cataloguing software and database design. 
Archive collections require much more complex cataloguing than, say, libraries, and it will be 
important to build our database requirements from the ground up, making sure that any data logged 
now will – if necessary – be transferable to other systems at a later date. 
 
In the first instance, we will use Microsoft Excel to record data, as this is relatively easy to use, and 
data can easily be transferred to other applications if and when necessary. Should this work 
develop, however, it may become necessary to consider more specialist software solutions and 
database platforms, once there is a clearer picture of exactly what those cataloguing needs are likely 
to be. 
 
3.2 Workflow for volunteers 
We will also develop a system to enable non-specialist volunteers to catalogue archive collections. 
This approach will have the added benefit of engaging with the wider networks often associated 
with religious communities, as well as possibly providing fieldwork projects for students of archive 
and record management.  
 
However, any such system will need to be robust enough to mitigate against the risk of incorrect 
cataloguing, such as by establishing appropriate category controls, whilst, at the same time, not 
being too technical for non-specialists to administer. 
 
It is very important to get database design and cataloguing systems right from the start, as changes 
can be very difficult to implement at a later stage. 
 
With this in mind, it is proposed to identify a community archive that could be used a case study 
to develop database design and trial a cataloguing workflow with volunteers. This exercise could 
also attract funding (see section 7 for more information about potential funding opportunities).  
 
There are also decisions to be made on the strategic scope of the archives project: is the primary 
goal to a) ensure the stabilisation of collections (i.e. that the basic conditions for survival are met) 
or b) to enable full cataloguing of them? Obviously, the latter is the long-term objective but the 
achievement of the former would at least prevent further deterioration in the meantime. The 
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development of a shared Control Authority List is also vital to ensure standardisation and 
compatibility of data collection and cataloguing entries, otherwise cross-referencing functionality 
can be severely compromised. 
 
3.3 Policies 
It will be necessary to develop appropriate collections and data protection policies, which could be 
part of the same case study project. Some communities are not completely sure about what sort of 
items they should be keeping, or how best to ensure the preservation of records held in digital 
media. It is already clear that even some basic advice and guidance could be very useful.  
 
An SSM Archives Record Management and Appraisal Policy has already been developed and 
implemented to ensure that the ongoing work of collecting archival material is managed effectively. 
Data Protection and Volunteer Policies are also in preparation. 
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4. Research and Outcomes 
Archives are a goldmine for research, and research need not be the exclusive preserve of academics 
in ivory towers. The wealth of wisdom accumulated within the largely hidden life of Anglican 
religious orders over the last 150 years is of untold benefit to the wider Church and beyond. 
 
4.1 The value of archives 
During the course of the scoping exercise, we decided to demonstrate this by doing some work on 
SSM’s own archives. Whilst our collection is among the most extensive among comparable 
archives, nevertheless the same will apply to other collections also. Every community has made a 
unique contribution to the life of the Church and the world, and there is no reason for that 
contribution to stop now. 
 
It is also perhaps worth noting that in the Handbook of the Religious Life 2021, published by the 
Advisory Council for Religious Communities, Appendix III, ‘Guidelines for the administration of 
Archive Collections’, stresses the importance of responsible stewardship of archive collections, 
preferably with professional support. For many communities, however, this is beyond their 
capacity, which is one of the reasons why our proposal to facilitate a measure of support has 
received such an enthusiastic welcome.  
 
However, this is not just about preserving the heritage of the past for the sake of it, but discovering 
how this legacy might continue to inform and inspire present and future expressions of religious 
life, and indeed Christian spirituality more generally. A primary function of the Institute will be to 
provide a central focus for such activity, enabling a range of endeavours, from academic research 
to personal spiritual development. Outcomes could include: 
 

• Resources to support the development of new forms of religious life, building on the 
wisdom and experience of what has gone before. 

• Contributions to wider theological or ecclesiological discussions. For example, Kelly had 
much to say about the Church of his day, the training and deployment of clergy, and what 
we might today refer to as spirituality (or, more particularly, the lack of it). His theological 
contribution remains largely unknown. Perhaps it is time that was rectified. 

• The dissemination of the ‘wisdom of the cloister’. The nature of religious life is such that 
its wider influence often remains largely hidden, but a religious archive will contain rich 
resources that could be mined to support personal spiritual development, both within the 
Church and beyond it, such as material from retreat addresses, instructions to novices, 
guidance in prayer, or letters to spiritual aspirants. 

• The Institute will enable us to develop courses or publications drawn from archive sources 
that will inform, educate, and nourish the faith of Christians now and in the future. 

 
In order to deliver these promises it is proposed that the activities of the Institute will include both 
online resources, and a physical presence located within premises at St Antony’s Priory. 
 
4.2 The Study of Herbert Kelly’s Work and the Legacy of SSM  
Herbert Kelly’s teaching and theological vision has been largely neglected by theologians and 
historians to date – and yet his thought remains strikingly relevant to our times. A centre for the 
study of his unique theology and vision for the Church is much needed (see Appendix A for a 
selection of endorsements supporting this proposal).  
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As well as all the benefits of establishing a physical centre here in Durham, we would also like to 
develop online resources, specifically focussed on making Kelly’s work and theological legacy 
more accessible. This would be aimed not only at scholars, but also the wider Church and, 
potentially, beyond. 
 
Website:  The Herbert Kelly Papers 
Aim: a dedicated website to make digitally available the key writings and papers of Fr Kelly and 
promote the use of the Institute.7 The website would include:  

• A brief biography 
• Discussion of his legacy 
• Books and pamphlets 
• His full Lecture series 
• The SSM Chronicle 
• His correspondence 
• Details of Kelly’s work with other groups, e.g. SCM etc. 
• A catalogue of the all the Kelly papers and links to the BI 
• Articles relating Kelly to the concerns of church and society today 

 
The long-term aim would be to make all Kelly’s key writings available in a digital form. This would 
be a work in progress with items being uploaded as they were made available. It would also provide 
a platform for scholars working on Kelly and SSM, and would showcase scholarly articles on these 
and related subjects. 
 
Most of all, it would promote the work of the Institute itself, including its theological library, 
seminars, lectures and research opportunities. It would also link to our partner organisations, 
including the Centre for Anglican Studies at Durham University, Lindisfarne College of Theology, 
Cranmer Hall, the Borthwick Institute and other religious archives networked through the Institute.  
 
Kelly’s archive alone is one of the largest of any religious founder – and almost completely 
untapped. As an exercise, we chose to research his correspondence with Dorothy L. Sayers – but 
there could be numerous other possibilities.   
 
4.3 Case study: The Herbert Kelly/Dorothy L. Sayers Correspondence 
This initial research exercise has been developed to demonstrate the potential use of the SSM 
archive collection for research into the legacy of Herbert Kelly, SSM and wider connections 
between Church and society. It will also enable us to explore the potential to establish an SSM 
Press to publish a range of SSM related material. 
 
The SSM archives hold forty-five letters exchanged between Kelly and Sayers from 1937 to 1947. 
These are both originals and copies from the author’s collection, now held at the Marion C. Wade 
Centre, Wheaton College, Illinois.  
 
We are transcribing and editing these for publication of a critical edition. They have never been 
published in a single volume, indeed it has become apparent that not all Sayer’s letters to Fr Kelly 
have been published. The three-volume Letters of Dorothy L. Sayers, edited by Barbara Reynolds, 
has some lacunae; moreover, none of his letters to her have been published in full. Correspondence 
between Margaret Dewey and Anthony Fleming (Sayer’s son) has come to light which is also of 
interest and will be included in the publication. 

 
7 For an example of how this site would look, see the Herbert Hensley Henson website: 
https://community.dur.ac.uk/henson.project 
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It is evident that the collection proposed here will be of interest to readers across a range of 
disciplines. Insights into Herbert Kelly’s later life, theological thought and interests are emerging 
from this process. Links between Kelly and the ‘Oldham Group’ for example, provide not only 
historical information but reveal the relevance of his writing and thought for today. Literary, 
theological and general interest in Dorothy L. Sayers is considerable. Both the Marion C. Wade 
Centre and the Dorothy L. Sayers Society have expressed interest in this work and there is potential 
for promoting our publication through them and encouraging further study.   
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5. Premises 
Alongside and as part of the proposal to develop an Institute for Anglican Religious Life, we are 
also proposing the further development of the site at St Antony’s Priory, in order – amongst other 
things – to provide the Institute with a physical location.  
 
For the last 20+ years, since St Antony’s ceased being a ‘proper’ Priory, housing a community of 
professed SSM members, it has operated as a Christian Spirituality Centre. Ecumenical from the 
outset, over the years some of its activities arguably became less explicitly Christian. In 2018, 
Nicholas was appointed to develop a new vision for the Priory. Many of the existing activities were 
wound up, whilst other activities – particularly all the work around spiritual direction and training 
– was given renewed focus. And ideas for new programmes of courses and activities to nurture 
faith, spirituality and prayer began to be developed – though inevitably, this has been side-lined by 
the pandemic and building works. 
 
The Institute would very much fit in with the further development of the Priory as Christian 
Spirituality Centre, supporting the development and delivery of courses, workshops, seminars and 
training relating to Christian spirituality, contemplative prayer and personal spiritual development. 
 
Moreover, we believe that physical premises constitute a crucial element of the Institute proposal, 
because although there is certainly much that could be done without premises – such as the 
development of online resources – the full potential being outlined here would be significantly 
reduced. It is important that this is more than just a project revolving around the interests of an 
individual. Our engagement with the religious communities themselves has made it clear that this 
work needs to become embedded within institutional structures in order to ensure its continuity. 
Fortunately, we have the ideal location at the Priory. By developing the site to expand the facilities 
here, we would be able to: 
 

• Create a significant theological library, enabling us to restore the Willen library, currently 
in storage (which also includes the library of the Society of St Margaret, Chiswick), and to 
build up a significant specialist collection of books, journals and articles relating to 
Anglican religious life, including rare, out of print or privately published items. 

• Work on archival material, and/or temporarily hold endangered collections (e.g. CSP 
archive already at the Priory). 

• Provide facilities for researchers, clergy on sabbatical, ordinands etc., which would operate 
alongside, extend and complement the existing facilities of the Priory, e.g. spiritual 
direction, courses, quiet days and retreats. 

• Host lectures, seminars, and research projects relating to Anglican religious life, its history 
and continuing importance – for example, in partnership with the Centre of Anglican studies 
– as well as outreach in the form of talks to ordinands and students enrolled local theological 
training institutions. 

• Contribute to the wider work of the Priory by supporting the development and delivery of 
courses and learning materials relating to Christian spirituality, contemplative prayer and 
personal spiritual development. 

 
It is important to once again stress that this project is not just about preserving the legacy of the 
past for the sake of it, but in order to inform the present and future development of Anglican 
religious life as people continue to seek ways to answer God’s call to a ‘devout and holy life’. Nor 
is it simply an academic exercise, but rather a religious enterprise rooted in a praying community. 
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5.1 Consolidation of the Priory and location in Durham 
Establishing the Institute at St Antony’s will enable us to create an integrated portfolio of activities 
and workstreams that consolidates and extends everything we already offer here, and will allow us 
to capitalise on the synergies that will develop across the complementary aspects of our operations.  
For example, some of our spiritual directors (or their directees) may wish to engage with the work 
of the Institute; whilst people involved with the Institute may also wish to participate in the life of 
the Priory’s praying community, or stay for an extended period. At the very least, we will 
significantly increase our capacity to deliver all of our activities, especially courses and training, 
as a result of the additional facilities and resources. 
Furthermore, Durham is the ideal location in which to establish such an Institute, as evidenced by 
the fact that we have already attracted a good measure of interest and support from a number of 
local partner organisations and, by extension, those they serve, including: 

• Centre for Anglican Studies 
• Centre for Catholic Studies 
• Palace Green Special Collections 
• Ushaw College 
• Lindisfarne College of Theology 
• Cranmer Hall 

 
A physical location would complement and enable us to further develop fruitful collaborations with 
the work of all these organisations. It would signal the importance of Anglican religious life studies 
and provide a centre that would enable both specialist research as well as the development and 
delivery of learning opportunities relating to Christian spirituality aimed at a wider audience. 
 
5.2 Repurposing of 72 Claypath 
It is proposed to repurpose the property we already own at 72 Claypath, in order to extend the 
facilities of the Priory. This development would comprise a significant theological library (bringing 
the Willen library out of storage), as well as meeting rooms and office space, allowing us to 
facilitate more opportunities for theological learning and personal spiritual development. At 
present, for example, we can only really host one group activity at a time. Expanding the Priory’s 
facilities will significantly increase our capacity to deliver all of our activities as a Christian 
spirituality centre, particularly courses, workshops and training, as well as provide a base for the 
work of the Institute. And, of course, at the heart of it all, would be the rhythm of prayer in the 
Priory Chapel. 
 
This integrated model of work, study and prayer, which we strive to embody in all that we do at St 
Antony’s, reflects a core characteristic of religious life, and was absolutely central to Kelly’s vision 
for SSM. 
 
Since the suspension of our experiment in developing a temporary residential community, the 
property at 72 Claypath has been underused. Furthermore, it is not necessarily suitable for use as 
additional retreat accommodation. Repurposing it along these lines would not only enable us to 
provide a base for the work of the Institute, but also expand capacity for all our other operations 
too. However, it would obviously require further capital investment just a short time after 
significant refurbishment works have already been undertaken.  
 
Whilst recognising and learning from mistakes made in the past, it is also worth pointing out that 
not all those recent renovation works will have been wasted. Much of what was done had to be 
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done regardless and will not now have to be undone. For example, re-routing the drains, moving 
the kitchen, widening the downstairs corridor, creating the living room/reception area, external 
redecoration, rear lobby and steps. These are all improvements that will serve the proposed (or any 
other) new purposes well.  
 
The advantages of being able to consolidate and maximise the synergies of an integrated site by 
redeveloping 72 Claypath will arguably outweigh the expense and inconvenience of further 
building works. Moreover, repurposing a building we already own will involve considerably less 
expense than acquiring and converting from scratch a new building (even supposing something 
suitable was available).   
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6. Partnerships 
 
The Institute will not work in isolation. Central to its role will be the building of strong partnerships 
with a range of individuals, communities and institutions, both here in Durham and further afield, 
in order to develop a collaborative approach to further study and knowledge of traditional Anglican 
Religious Life.  
 
This follows the method of Herbert Kelly in founding and developing the work of SSM, in response 
to the calling of the Church.  
 
There will be significant advantages to establishing the Institute at St Antony’s, where it will 
naturally complement the existing activities and facilities of the Priory. Moreover, our location in 
Durham, where we already have fruitful relationships with a number of other relevant 
organisations, provides us with a solid platform on which to build what could very easily become 
a national profile. 
 
To give an indication of this potential, discussions have taken place, and collaborative working is 
already underway with the following: 
 
6.1 Partnerships with Religious Bodies  
SSM remains a recognised religious community in Church of England, with natural relationships 
to other Orders, and there is considerable potential for fruitful partnership going forward. 
 

• Community of the Sacred Passion  
• Community of the Resurrection, Mirfield  
• Society of St Francis 
• The Advisory Council for Religious Communities 
• The Conference of Leaders of Anglican Religious Communities  
• Dr Peta Dunstan as trustee of some communities and member of the Advisory Council 

 
6.2 Partnerships with Archival and History Bodies 
We have already established working partnerships with a number of specialist organisations who 
have a shared interest in the heritage of Anglican Religious Life. 

• Lambeth Palace Library and Archives 
• Borthwick Institute 
• Religious Archives Group 
• Anglo-Catholic History Society 
• Pusey House Archives 
• Catholic Archives Society 
• Church of England Record Society 

 
6.3 Partnerships with Academic Institutions 
Durham is a significant centre for theological studies and ministerial formation, which also 
provides a strong base for networking with other comparable institutions as well.  

• Centre for Anglican Studies, Durham University 
• Lindisfarne College of Theology 
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• Durham University Special Collections, Palace Green 
• Project for Protecting Dispersed Collections (managing the at-risk heritage assets of 

Catholic religious orders) Durham 
• Marion C. Wade Centre, Wheaton College, Illinois 

 
Developing these partnerships will enable the Institute to work most effectively with a cross section 
of religious, educational, archival and historical bodies. We will specifically represent and promote 
the legacy of SSM, Anglican communities, and religious life, and we will be in position to learn 
and share good practice from similar projects with Catholic Religious organisations.8  
 
A great deal of interest and enthusiasm has already been expressed regarding the potential of the 
Institute as a centre for developing these various networks, partnerships and projects (see Appendix 
B for details of contacts and meetings that have already taken place so far). 
 
6.4 Funding Opportunities 
Various strands of the proposed work of the Institute could be eligible for external funding, in 
addition to other activities, such as courses and lectures, that might generate revenue. 
 
Specific projects, additional to core tasks, such as working with a particular community on their 
archives, could potentially attract some funding from the community in question themselves. It is 
already clear that some communities would be very likely to appreciate a package of support that 
might include cataloguing of their collection, advice on curation and assistance in arranging 
appropriate long-term storage. 
 
In addition, the ‘Archives Revealed’ awards run by the National Archives has a funding strand for 
the cataloguing of archives. This is open to registered charities and other not-for-profit 
organisations. An application may be made by a single body or a partnership bid. Awards may be 
made up to £45,000. This is a very real opportunity for collaborative working with another 
community, for example the Community of the Sacred Passion whose archives we are storing pro 
tem. A partnership bid with them could, for example, enable us to facilitate the creation of a proper 
and accessible catalogue of their collection.  
 
  

 
8 Both the Catholic Archives Group and the Durham University project on dispersed, Catholic, collections are doing 
similar mapping exercises for Catholic organisations.    
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Concluding Observations 
The work that has been done over the course of the last year, of which this report represents just a 
snapshot, demonstrates the clear need for this project – not least as evidenced by the enthusiastic 
endorsement of the proposal from so many representatives of Anglican religious communities 
themselves, as well as numerous other interested parties and potential partners, both locally and 
nationally (see Appendix A). 
 
One of Fr Kelly’s driving motivations was the need, as he saw it, to restore the heart of devotion 
to the church. In 1918, he wrote in a letter ‘To My Brethren’ that: ‘SSM was founded to serve the 
Church’, and this remains a guiding principle to this day. The foundational aims of SSM refer to 
increasing ‘the number of those who give their lives to the Divine Service’, the ‘Conversion and 
Perfection of Souls’ and ‘the cultivation of Divine Science’. At a strategy day on 4 June 2021, the 
Board of Trustees endorsed an updated wording of these original aims of SSM as follows:  
 
‘Promoting vocation, nurturing faith and spirituality, and encouraging theological learning’. 
 
These principles undergird everything we do at the Priory. The Institute will both complement and 
extend our ability to further those aims, alongside all the other existing and future work of the 
Priory, in a bold, imaginative, new way that responds to the present circumstances and needs of the 
Church, by:  
 
Promoting Vocation 

• Providing support and resources for people discerning their vocation, especially to 
religious life, as well as engagement with regional theological training institutions  

• Supporting the development of new forms of religious life, by making the wisdom of the 
past available to those establishing new communities 

• Facilitating on-going support for Anglican religious communities in relation to the 
preservation of their legacy and charism 

Nurturing Faith and Spirituality 

• Complementing, and stimulating further development of, the other activities of the Priory, 
especially in relation to Christian spirituality and contemplative prayer  

• Sharing the spirituality of Anglican religious life for the benefit of present and future 
generations, within the context of a praying community 

• Modelling the ethos and charism of SSM in a new form relevant to the context of the 
Church on the 21st century 

Encouraging Theological Learning 

• Researching and promoting Herbert Kelly’s unique theological contribution via seminars 
publications and online resources 

• Collecting specialist library and archive resources to support research and learning 
opportunities relating to Anglican religious life and Christian spirituality 

• Supporting the development of courses, workshops and training offered by the Priory in 
Christian spirituality and personal spiritual development 

 
The fact that such an Institute seems necessary – even urgent – at this precise moment in time also 
points to deeper questions about the very nature and purpose of religious life itself. As traditional 
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orders (including SSM) decline, and as new experimental forms spring up (and, sometimes, just as 
quickly fade away again) what, we perhaps ought to be asking, is the call to religious life a calling 
to, exactly?  
 
One thing at least seems clear. The call to religious life, or whatever we might want to call it, is 
universal and constant. It is as valid today as it ever was. And the perennial thirst for spiritual 
nourishment remains undiminished, even if not always coherently expressed. But how is this need 
being met? And do we need to learn new ways of understanding and articulating it?  
 
We believe that St Antony’s Priory represents an authentic manifestation of that universal call to 
religious life, yet without being a traditional monastic community. It is a place of encounter and 
exploration, rooted in daily prayer and meditation, where people can engage with fellow travellers 
and be supported in their journey. The Institute will not only complement and enhance what we 
already offer; it will also represent a vibrant new expression of the mission of SSM, faithful to the 
past whilst extending its foundational aims in continuing service to the Church of the 21st century.  
 
Next Steps 
The further development of this proposal needs to be set alongside the development of a coherent 
vision and strategy for SSM and St Antony’s Priory, in order to situate this project within an 
integrated vision for the work and mission of SSM and the Priory now and into the future.  
 
In the meantime, we hope to proceed to the next stage of the project development, during which 
time that overall strategic vision for SSM will also be clarified. It is envisaged that the second phase 
of the project would take at least the best part of the coming year, and comprise development of 
concept for the site, and further development of the various workstreams outlined in this report. 
 
Specific proposals for phase two, relating to costings, staffing and facilities, are to be presented in 
a separate document for discussion with the Trustees. 
 
  



 
 

24 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A Endorsements 
 
Sr Philippa CSP  
“Thank you for your letter which arrived just in the nick of time. We are about to downsize from 
our convent to retirement flats and are in the process of disposing of a large percentage of our 
effects. I have tried various avenues for disposing of our archives and each enquiry has led to a 
dead end. As our move is approaching so rapidly, I was coming to the conclusion that we might 
need to destroy the majority of what we hold. I will contact the archivist at St. Antony’s Priory 
and see what she can suggest. I shall follow this project with the greatest interest.” 
 
Canon Professor Mike Snape, Centre for Anglican Studies, University of Durham 
“This is a very timely and important project and one that I would be very willing to support. A 
research hub for the study of Anglican religious life is badly needed, and Durham is an ideal 
place for it.” 
  
Sr Margeurite, CSC  
“I have for many years wanted to see a research centre for Anglican religious life which could 
house artefacts as well as archives. I am particularly concerned about the loss of information to 
women’s studies if nothing is done as more and more communities are aging and reduced in 
numbers.”  
  
Dr Peta Dunstan, University of Cambridge  
“How exciting to discuss your admirable proposal. I so hope it can happen and want to be of help 
if I can. It very much needs to be done.”  
 
Dr Jonathan Bush, Chair of the Catholic Archives Society 
“This project is a timely and important one, complementing and informing cutting-edge research 
into the broader challenge of how to preserve and provide access to religious archives, across all 
denominations, many of which at risk of being lost to future generations of researchers. As Chair 
of the Catholic Archives Society and a research fellow investigating the future of the archives of 
Catholic religious institutes, I am acutely aware of how these archives tell an important and 
unique story about a particular Order’s history, charism and identity, and so safeguarding their 
future is vital for both the individual Order and the wider research community.” 
  
Revd Angela Tilby 
“This sounds like an exciting if rather daunting project […] it does seem to me to be a critical 
time for putting together some resources along these lines, not least because I suspect the survival 
and recovery of religious life in this country and within the C of E may well prove to be a vital 
element in the survival and recovery of the Church.” 
 
Fr Colin CSWG  
“This sounds like a very good project.” 
 
Sr Catherine SLG  
“What providential timing! We are especially conscious of Durham as a place of holy learning 
because of the association our Sister Benedicta had with the city and with Bede, so your project 
feels like an unexpected legacy. And we have just embarked on bringing order to our community 
archives. I hope that SLG will want to support the project.”  
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Rt Revd Alison White  
“I am delighted to discover this inspired and timely endeavour. We so need to honour and learn 
from the roots and so to see what the fruit may be to nourish us in the time to come.”  
 
Br Christopher John SSF  
“Br Benedict SSF shared the news of this project with me. It sounds really interesting and it is 
surely the right time for something like this. My own interests are several: I’m interested in 
religious communities’ archives and preservation of these. Also I am drawing together an initial 
group to explore forming a network for religious communities throughout the Anglican 
Communion. I’d really like to keep in touch with what’s happening.”  
 
Jeremy Bonner, Interim Director of Postgraduate Studies, Lindisfarne College of Theology 
“This is an exciting and timely undertaking that will connect scholars of the religious life with 
archival collections that might otherwise be forgotten and empower the church of today with the 
accumulated wisdom of the nineteenth and twentieth century Anglican monastic charism.” 
 
Sr Jane ASSP  
“I will be very interested in hearing of further work in this and helping by completing your 
survey. We have just finished work with a very accomplished Archivist to get our documents etc., 
into good order. It is so important that they are held safely and the Herbert Kelly Institute sounds 
a good legacy!” 
  
John-Francis Friendship  
“On reading (the proposal) I found myself exclaiming from time to time - 'that's what I was 
saying in my book!' - so I warmed to all your points of concern. The principle of a Centre seems a 
good one - I think Fr Kelly would have warmly welcomed it. (…) What struck me as I researched 
my book was the way lay and ordained Anglicans considered the theological and ecclesial 
reasons for re-establishing the life (…)  Your proposed Institute would be just the setting for such 
an exploration.”  
 
Sr Victoria Mary SPB  
“That sounds a very worthwhile and exciting venture and, for us, very timely! Sadly, we shall be 
moving away from Burnham, as you may have heard (we are too few and too aged to remain in 
this property, alas) and need to give thought to our archives.”  
  
Revd David Goodacre  
“The Herbert Kelly Institute sounds very valuable, and St Antony’s a fine place for it to be.” 
 
Sr Mary Julian CHC 
“The project is very exciting and very necessary, not least the fact that advice that may well be 
available to us.  I was so pleased and relieved to hear that I have done the right thing in 
photographing most of the older things digitally.” 
   
Claire Childs, Archivist  
“I think that your proposal is excellent and it will fill a real gap in the provision for Anglican 
religious archives – no institution really seems interested in the archives of religious communities 
as a whole. If it can inspire and empower archivists from those communities to manage their 
archives and heritage themselves, that would be a real success.”  
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Fr Oswin Gartside CR  
“Our interest, of course, is in the living tradition and strengthening the future of the religious life 
in the Church of England. (...) and seeing what the religious life, its traditions and its current 
expressions, have to offer to strengthen Christian living in UK culture today. We would be very 
interested in partnering with St Antony’s in this work, sharing the fruits of research and reflection 
with a view to designing encounters that are life-giving. (...) With all good wishes for this timely 
venture.” 
 
Professor Tom Mole, Principal Van Mildert College  
“The Herbert Kelly Institute will be extremely valuable.  It will not only help us understand the 
charism of Anglican religious life in the past, it will also cultivate new expressions of religious 
life in the future.  As a hub for archival information, it will help preserve records which would 
otherwise be inaccessible to scholars and render them discoverable for research.  At a moment 
when many orders are nearing or have reached completion, this is a timely initiative.  As a centre 
for study, discussion and outreach, it will also help to develop the spiritual lives of all who 
encounter it.”  
  
Fr Michael Johnson  
“I thoroughly enjoyed reading about the progress towards the establishment of the Religious Life 
Institute, and will continue to pray hard for its success - and for the life of the Priory, which is 
such a valuable and tangible link with the precious vision of Father Kelly, and all that so many of 
us received through our association with SSM at Kelham.”  
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Appendix B Meetings and Contacts 
 
List of Meetings/Consultations 2022 
 
14 November Fr Oswin Gartside CR, Fr Stephen Hawes CR, Fr Charlie Annis, Mirfield Centre. 

Meeting at St Antony’s to discuss areas of mutual interest and potential 
collaboration  

 
13 October Canon Professor Mike Snape, Michael Ramsey Chair of Anglican Studies, 

University of Durham. 
Meeting at St Antony’s with Nicholas Buxton and Scholastica Jacob to discuss 
opportunities. Very impressed with the Priory, the facilities and future plans. Lots 
of potential to build firmer relationships with the university through the Centre for 
Anglican Studies, including jointly hosting seminars on relevant subject areas at 
the Priory. Follow up meeting planned later in the year. 

 
12 October Conference of Leaders of Anglican Religious Communities, CSMV, Wantage 

Presented scoping exercise and project proposal to the conference (comprising 18 
leaders of Anglican Religious Communities. Very enthusiastic endorsement of the 
plans, and very clear about the need for something like this to be done – before it 
is too late. Comments included: “very timely”, “definitely a need”, “vital to 
preserve the history, for the benefit of the whole church”. Lots of useful ideas, 
such as advising about collections policies, safekeeping and so on. Also useful 
discussion with a number of those present about ideas to use this as a platform to 
promote the contemplative tradition in practical ways and more widely. 
 

23 August Revd Carol Backhouse, Vicar, Christ Church, Lancaster, with Scholastica Jacob. 
Made contact regarding SSM connections via Quernmore Park Priory and Christ 
Church. Has donated a statue in memory of Br Ronald [Chapman] SSM and a 
High Mass set made by Br Mark [Hildrew] SSM, both of which had been given to 
Christ Church. Very interested in Institute proposals. Hopes to maintain contact 
and future links between parish and Institute’s work. 
 

18 August Professor Tom Mole, Principal of Van Mildert College, Durham. Meeting at St 
Antony’s with Nicholas Buxton and Scholastica Jacob. 
Discussion around methodologies of archiving, approaches to collections and IT 
considerations. 

 
5 August Dr Jeremy Bonner, Director of Studies at Lindisfarne College of Theology,  

meeting with Nicholas Buxton and Scholastica Jacob. 
Discussed potential sharing and opportunities for links between students and  
Institute, such as delivering lecture or workshop on Anglican religious life to 
Lindisfarne students. 
 

27 July  Dr Jonathan Bush, Zoom meeting with Scholastica Jacob.  
  Discussed archive training and methodology of cataloguing.  
 
7 July Rachel Cosgrave, Senior Archivist, Lambeth Palace Library (Teams Meeting).  

Very interested in proposal. General discussion about what we want to do. 
Discussed making links between Anglican communities more accessible and 
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‘joined up’. Our conversation was more about awareness-raising at this stage. She 
shared notes, references to other contacts and links to the National Register.  
Outcomes: Further visit to LP to be arranged to meet with Chris, archivist 
responsible for nineteenth and twentieth century collections. 

 
5 July  Br Christopher John SSF, Minster General.  

Meeting at St Antony’s with Nicholas Buxton and Scholastica Jacob. Very 
interested in our proposal. Also discussed SSF archive collections and 
circumstances of various Franciscan houses around the country, importance of 
archives and collection of oral history. Outcomes: commitment to keeping in 
touch. Further contact with Michael Christopher, Minister Provincial Europe. 
 

16-17 June  Religious Archive Conference, Lambeth Palace Library, London. 
This was a very stimulating and interesting event. The range of papers was 
fascinating and even those which, on the surface appeared to have little relevance 
for the Institute provided valuable insights. But, as ever, the most fruitful work was 
done in the networking and chats between lectures. Contacts made and positive 
discussions on the proposal held with: Rowan Williams, who endorsed the 
imperative of preserving (Anglican) community collections; Claire Childs, 
independent archivist, who has worked on several Anglican community archives 
and offered support and contacts; Fr Patrick Fludder OSB, archivist at Worth 
Abbey, who promised to share feedback on ATOM (Access to Memory database); 
Dr Norman James, chair Religious Archives Group and Dr Rachel Cosgrave, 
Lambeth Palace Library.   
Outcomes: further meetings arranged, and information shared. 

 
26 May  Meeting with Dr Peta Dunstan, Cambridge. 

We went through the mailing list and PD added some contact details and gave 
advice on further points.  
Outcomes: She invited us to present at the Leaders Conference at Wantage in 
October and to speak at the Advisory Council meeting in December. 

 
4 May  Visit to Jonathan Bush at Ushaw College. 

Discussed his project ‘Protecting dispersed collections: a framework for managing 
the at risk heritage assets of Catholic religious institutes’. Identified potential ways 
of working together. 
Outcomes: to discuss further collaboration when project commences (July 2022). 

 
21 March Canon Prof Mike Snape, Michael Ramsey professor of Anglican Studies, Durham 

University. 
Initial meeting with Scholastica Jacob outlining proposal. He was very 
enthusiastic and wants to discuss ways the Centre for Anglican Studies can work 
with our project. 

  Outcome: A further meeting arranged for October 2022 
 
14 February Meeting with Sally-Anne Shearn, Collections Information Archivist and Laura 

Yeoman, Access and Digital Engagement Archivist at Borthwick Institute, York 
Discussed ways of digitalizing the SSM catalogue. Outcomes: They shared 
template spreadsheet for data inputting and subsequent uploading. To provide on-
going support. 
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2021 
17 November  

Meeting with Gary Brannan, Keeper of Archives and Special Collections at the 
Borthwick Institute, York University 
SJ returned for a further research visit and meeting with GB and discussed 
collaboration to make the SSM catalogue available on-line. Also discussed 
development of Accessions policies, data protection and archive management. 
Outcomes: GB shared BI policy documents. SJ arranged further meetings.. 

   
12 October  

Meeting with Gary Brannan, Keeper of Archives and Special Collections at the 
Borthwick Institute, York University. Nicholas Buxton and Scholastica  
Jacob. 
Gary showed us the storage area for the SSM collection and we discussed the 
holding generally. Catalogue was compiled by SSM before deposit.  It is not 
entirely complete, more detail on some entries would be helpful. It would be 
useful to have it searchable and online. This is something Borthwick would like to 
do but not likely to happen imminently as resources needed – is it something we 
could help with? 
Outcomes: SJ to arrange further research visit. Consideration of making online 
catalogue available. Further deposits to be made as we unpack Willen papers. GB 
promised help with developing appraisal criteria and advice on records 
management. 

 
13 December  

Meeting with Dr Peta Dunstan, Cambridge and Scholastica Jacob. 
PD very excited about the proposal. She said ‘I was very moved when I read it’. It 
reflects exactly what she had tried to set up a number of years ago at St Edmunds 
(in an empty building there. Plan failed due to lack of seed funding and only 
support coming from Catholic archives – who already had such projects: she felt it 
important to have a distinct, Anglican initiative). She was therefore so delighted 
when she heard our plans – believes the time is now right. She committed her 
support in raising awareness amongst Anglican communities and offered her 
expertise and knowledge. 
Outcomes: PD shared her list of Anglican archives, both closed and still in 
existence, together with contact details and location of archives. She also sent the 
bibliography she compiled of all written material on the Anglican religious life. 

  
Email 
   
November 2021 

Dr Susan Mumm, historian and author of two books on Anglican sisterhoods. 
Recognised need for our proposal from her own research. Very supportive and 
wants to be kept abreast of developments. 

 
November, various 
  Revd Angela Tilby, interest in and discussion of proposal. 

 
October/November 

Revd Vincent Strudwick, useful and inspiring discussions about SSM past and 
future. 


